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The Unification of Celestial Church of
Christ Is A Task That Must Be Done
• Evangelist (Prophet) . LU 0 'H .DI

ADDRESSING A PRESS CONFERENCE AT THE EPHPHATHA HALL,
CELESTIAL CHURCH OF CHRIST, AYILARA PARISH, SURULERE

I salute esteemed Shepherds and Elders of our dear Celestial Church of
Christ; Executives of the Parish Management Committee and Members of
Ayilara Parish. I salute also, gentlemen of the press.

This is a critical period in the history of the Celestial Church of Christ and
everyone who wants to be on the right side of history must join us in the
Unification of our great church. We all need to make personal and collective
sacrifice to achieve Unification.

To this end I, SAMUEL OLUMUYIWA OSHODI hereby renounce my titles of
Reverend and Deputy Pastor of the Celestial Church of Christ.

Henceforth, I revert to the 1985 title of Full Evangelist that the late
Pastor/Founder, Reverend (Prophet) SBJ Oshoffa anointed me with. I will
now be known and addressed as Evangelist (Prophet) Samuel Olumuyiwa
Oshodi.

Today, I solemnly declare my 100 percent support for the Unification of the
Celestial Church of Christ. There is a history behind this decision. Let me
tell you some of it briefly ...

After the demise of the Pastor/ Founder, Rev (Prophet) S.B.J Oshoffa of
blessed memory, shepherds, trustees, and some high ranking honorary
evangelists allowed the devil to set in through one Segun Amun who used
diabolical items (cowries, half burnt candle and a small wooden cross) to
proclaim Supreme Evangelist A.A Bada as Pastor.

But the constitution of the church .clearly mentioned that the Holy Spirit will
take charge of appointment of the Pastor. Without any delay the investiture
programme came up in 1986 and thereafter a trustee of CCC, Evang. J.i\.



To keep Celestial Church of Christ one is a task that must be done. We
must allow the Holy Spirit to appoint the genuine Pastor for us according to
the proclamation of our Pastor/Founder, Rev Prophet S.B.J Oshoffa of
blessed memory.

Owodunni sued Supreme Evang. Bada to court and eventually the Supreme
Court of Justice in Abuja pronounced that Bada should not parade himself
as the Pastor of Celestial Church of Christ again. That was in year 2000.

Pastors were appointed illegally after the demise of Pastor Bada which is
against the instruction and pronouncement of Pastor! Founder S.B.J
Oshoffa through Ojo Adele in Ogun State.

All Celestians should now understand that we have no pastor and that all
those who either appointed themselves or were appointed by their cronies
are only regents whose time is transient, thereby making all anointments
that we must have received null and void.

The Holy Spirit reminded me that I started the latest most global movement
for the Unification of the Celestial when I was led to appoint women of
substance and men of understanding to go and appeal to all the self-
appointed pastoral divisions to allow unification. And these people did very
well when they maintained status quo

Majority of us know how some high ranking elders manipulated the
appointment of Supreme A.A Bada to the post of a Pastor through one Mr
Segun Amun in 1986. We all witnessed what hap~ened at the Supreme
Court in year 2000 when the justice pronounced that he should not parade
himself as the Pastor because it was unconstitutional and it was proved null
and void. • I

This is the time for us all to humble ourselves as our Lord Jesus Christ and
make a little sacrifice by going back to our original anointment and ranks in
1985. Life is a mission and not wealth, rank or position; not power but the
ability to surrenderourselves in totality into the hands of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

The so called Pastors have tormented this great church personally and they
have made it a family affair. The Celestial Church of Christ is greater than
any individual. If there are any differences between Pa Owodunni and Pa

i.'



Step Three: Let them willingly join the GLOBAL UNIFICATION
MOVEMENT immediately and wait for further instructions from God.

Banjo - both of whom are the last two original trustees of the church
appointed by Papa Oshoffa - they should please settle for God's sake.

This the Bible clearly states in Hebrew 12:14 - "Pursue peace with all
people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord":

Since 1985, 24 years after the demise of Papa Oshoffa, we have never
gotten any major development as a church, no primary or secondary school,
hospital, seminary, or university. All projects in the Celestial City, Imeko or
along the Lagos/lbadan Expressway have become major embarrassment to
right thinking Celestians - just because we lack Godly leadership.

These are some of the steps I believe must be taken by the 'Regents in
Office' and their supporters in order to hasten the Unification process.

Step One: They should hasten to renounce their titles as 'pastors' and go
back to their 1985 ranks because I am sure we have records at the
International Headquarters, Ketu with 'Baba Yemisi'.

Step Two: They must take to prayer and fasting because they have
. tormented this great church and did not wait for the Lord to choose for us.

We have all sinned and come short of the glory of God and Celestial Church
of Christ - Romans 3:23. The bible states clearly that those who cover their
sins shall not prosper but those who confess, repent and forsake their sins
will surely receive the mercy of God - Proverbs 28:13.

All of us should take a drastic u-turn and go back to our Lord Jesus Christ
who descended this church with his precious blood to cleanse the world.

I am not here to discredit or disorganize any regent or faction of the church.
Rather, I am calling on everyone to join us in returning our church to the
supreme authority of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.

This is the Divine Order of the Holy Spirit; it is not by my might or power, but
His grace. I know the truth and the truth has set me free. Let us all embrace
the truth and be free. Set yourself free by seeking the Unification of the



Signed and Dated on January 27, 2009

church this year 2009. Don't exalt yourself. Let Jehovah God exalt you. We
should all wait upon the Lord to choose His own pastor for us.

This year Ephphatha Crusade Worldwide, the miraculous and Spirit-filled
international crusade, which the Lord gave me the injunction to host every
year for His glorification starting in year 2000 is 10 years old this year.
Halleluyah! ,
By God's grace this year, we will be hosting Ephphatha Crusade in the
United Kingdom, in the United States, in the Republic of Benin where our
church was founded by Papa Oshoffa of blessed memory; and we will host
it on Friday, July 31, 2009 here in Lagos, Nigeria where it all started.

Ephphatha stands for the Unification of our church. It stands for healing,
victory, deliverance, prosperity and supernatural blessings of all Celestians
worldwide. We are not for any faction. Ephphatha is God's gift to Celestial
Church of Christ Worldwide.

Long live Celestial Church of Christ Worldwide and long live God's obedient
servants worldwide in Jesus name. Amen. Halleluyah! Halleluyah!!
Halleluyah!!!
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li~TEI~I~J.\nJNALHEADCtUAHTERS
31.M.OSHOOD srurm; KETU LAGOS .

}~O. nox 1237IK£jA, LAGO~
NIGHUA.

WOHLO HEADQUARTERS
CELESTIAL CITY,
IMEKO, OGUN STATE.
NiGERIA

Superior [vang. Oshodi
Celestial Church of Christ
Ay i Lar a Pa ri ah ,
Lagos State.

Deor Superior Evangelist Oshodi,
LETTLR OF INVITATION

Calvary qr e.et inqs tll ycu in the name 0 f our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, ITIBy

his peace abide with you. Amen!
Your atterltion is hereby required by the Pastor to discuss issues affecting our
church and how to move forward.

Place: C.C.C. Int. Hdqtrs.
Pastor's Vicarage, Ketu
Monday 17th October, 2005.
lla.rn.

Dale
Ti.me

Please be punctu81.

Yours in Christ,

rtr "W'Ht$tf¥ .•. :.'S

./ I, I
. i

i .

"!:

, '

I I
i

I

;":. .... ,'"

'. ;',{~~~:~,~;1i .•,~~~\::¥~~~1A~~~~~wI:~~~,.". ".,v,~~""'.• ~~~~~;~J...,.~lr..;j



, I

O ear c';rt:.!d 01. )

".,\" :.I"'_'''.-l.Li._ ~~·_e:,..;:,:,l~S;~'Jl
Lo.;~;(;;; :'~tatl:':tkadquartc;r~; i

'\ '(;'.,' "'; i;.,." '.".,_•.' I, "",;, "~""'. ,.,'~~ t-.,.,..,,,4"",.., .• ~r·'~ ~
F-l. J •...•, •.•• 'H:.i:' •. ...t; L .•..r. .i;"-~"'~i"~U~ "'J' 1j"~'~.'.~~~~~.1Io n..~ ;..

, . Illllv':", 1·. ,.
6, AyilJra Streut, Surulere, Lagos State !.,

-"'" ..' .-- --., ' -.--- .-.-..'l-~:I:-;)" ;-);;~'1-1"-1;:;,.;:) r
I.: . \, ..il. ". '.J ••. ~:_1 '.. ~,

• ~-I

!

Calvary g'reeting .n the precious name (if our LOr~D JESUS CHRIST.
I appreciate the L:::ltfH' of invitation tkit I received today -141h Oct. .:::005

. for a nle(~l:nu \l'Jith Y0\.:( Eminence ~JI<c/(u {or a W':i'./ f0rVII'Z;I'ci in CCC
'vV/VV.
We' all under eland it \,:it there is a unitrcation rnc:eting gOing on at
i\1akoko to fi(lcdly eradicate ciivision in C:CC V\/NV,

); i
In my opinion, \:\1,:: f~hould allow the moderators and members of both
parties divinely appointed by us, now working in proqress for
unification to finish the work without interruption.

VVe must all understand that we EIre children of one Daddy and of one
God (Malachi 2 v~, '\0) therefore we must not spoil the covenant of
our father (Saint S. U,J OSCI-IOF'FA) of bI8s:;~ed memory.
VJe haveall sinned and short of lh.::::Clory of Cod.

This is the lime for ell! of us to repent of 2111our sins and take a drastic
"U" turn to our LOFzD ,J ESlJS.
Ml-\Y GOO '·-IELP U~~:-:,11in JESUS fl:1iqhty name (Amen)

Sincerely yours in Christ,
," ...... ./' I {
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ere IS
Unity

Why did you change
your title of Deputy
Pastor to Evangelist?
I decided to do that

by the spirit of God,
which overtook me
and arrested me, The
anointing we had from

_ Pastor A,A, Bada till
date are null and void,
Since the

. pronouncement From
the Supreme Court on
Pastor Bad a that he
should not parade
himself as Pastor of
this church,
Constitutionally he is
not a pastor.

The late Pastor /
. ,Founder, Reverend

(Prophet) SB) Oshoffa
anointed me and •
conferred on me the
titles Inow bear, I do
this as a personal
sacrifice in order to
declare my 100 per
cent support for the.
unification of tbe
church because he
who comes to equity
must do so with clean

'hands,

:'~:~i~t
'1-'1

That means this
pastorship thing is
'not part of the .
t~lestia.J Church: '

Recently, Deputy Pastor of the
Celestial Church of Christ

(CCC), Reverend Olumuviioa
Oshodi, relinquished his office

and stripped himself of his rank
and title,

Until his declaration, Oshodi
was deputy to Pastor Paul Suru

Maforikal1, who heads the second
biggest division of the church,

The 66-1jfar-old reverend
gentleman shocked members of
the public tohen he alleged that

ni! those parading themselves, as
pastors of the 61-year-old church

are self-servillg impostors,
In this Interview with GRACE
OlvIOSHABA; Oslzodi who ]0

years ago began the largest open
revival of the church named

'Ephphatna Crusade,' said he is
determined to aggressively

support the unification process,
Yes, The Holy Spirit

of God must appoint
the pastors that should
be in place, it should
not be by
manipulation. We have
only one pastor and it
was the founder
Oshoffa, Any other is
not a pastor because
they are not appointed
spiritually,

You got the position
you relinquished long
ago, Why didn't you
reject it then?

It was in 1985, before
our pastor and founder
died, he gave me the
title Evangelist. I got
the Deputy Pastor from
Paul M"lurikan,

But you should have
rejected it then,
I didn't reject it

because the Holy Spirit
did not directing me,
When the Holy Spirit
took over me, arrested
me, He said J should
renounce it,

Does that mean that
anybody in the CCC
that is a pastor is not
conforming to the
constiturion of the

"k,TO··· ~, ~l.''J "

ne
ove
C"·"', '"S

I
iL--",
• o.~hodi

ch urch ?
Anybody who is a

pastor now or deputy
pastor is not
con form ing to lhe
constitution of the
church as pronounced
by our late SB)
Oshoffa.

,
l. ij
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Your decision to
renounce your title
would have made your
relationship with Paul
Maforikan sour?

When we arc
declaring unification
you should not belong
to A or B, (if not) there
will be division in the
church, If I want to
renounce it I should
come out. w~have
diocese and the
trustees, For
unification sake, I
should come out so
that they will not see
me as being part of any
segment. If you want
to unify the church you
must be neu tral. '

Just like this one,
several controversies

,have rocked the CCC
in times past, Isn't it·
possible you are
responsible for
elongating especially
among the people you
lefti>ehind?

I want to take them
along because
everybody must be a
part of the unification,
If you are not part of',

the unifi.i.u iun. it
means you are ag.iinst
the pronouncement of
the pas tor founder; you
are against the
constitu tion too,

You have a
constitution in the
CCC, should someone
just wake up one
morning and annoint
pastor? '

They know the truth
but they don't want to
go by it. That's the
problem we are having,
They must come to
unify the chu rch in
love, peace and unity,

How do you think
you can correct these
lapses?

We are telling them to
renounce their rank, go
back to the time of the
pastor founder, then
we can 1110ve forw.rrd ,
They have abandoned
all the projects we have
here and there because
there is no unity, no
peace, and no love. The
only way we can solve
our problems is to
come together, ane
unify the, church" t : ;
Forget about your j "
rank, A life is a
mission, not wealth,
not power, posit'ion but
ability to surrender
totally into the hands
of Jesus Christ. That is
what m'l,ny people
have (ailed to do nmy,
~, ,'I

~ , , ~ I

._,,.

~-~---.~------~~ .
'vVe want to correct th(H
in one love Cine! unity.·
The CCC root is still
there, We only need to
coned ou rse lves.

We'll go out and start
propagating, We are
going to say that they
should stop anointing.
People are not happy,
They are disheartening.
They don't love these
things that are
happening, God is not
in disunity, He is not
an author of disunity,
He is a God of peace,

Now and beyond
what is your vision for
CCC?

We are propagating
unification. We want to
unify the church. There
shouldn't be any
division, We don't
want conflicts, we
want Christ to work in
us as ever before. We
want the solver of
problems to solve our
problems, We have
abandoned projects
that have not been
completed, We cannot
do it in isolation, if we
come together we call, '

"
The church is 61

years and you don't
Jlavc a missionary
building?

We will have that
when we unify the
church, We have
abandoned projects

.here and there, One at

I
I~,

Irncko, Abeokuta I
lbadan Expressway can
be revisited if we can
have one voice. That is
what I'm propaf~ating
for now, we come
together for one
purpose, one voice
then we can move
ahead, together in nne
voice, one lo ve. w~
don't have to quarrel
with one another. The
Bible says in Mal. 2:1'0,
"Are we not children of
one father?" So, why
are we )10\"-'

quarrelling? Unless we
see ourselves i1S one,
and recognise rh at, will
we move ahead .

How soon will these
changes take p lacc?

As soon as we finish
here toady; I h.ive il lot
of people that we want"0 do this together .
Thev are also tired of
the conflicts, div ision
here and there. I f you
go to i.l p.ir ish, Ihl'y'll
ask you, I ;1/"P \Vi' not for ,.
Ch r is r?: If they
discover you are from
Paul, they'll sa)': 'No,
you can't fellowship
with us, That is
ungodly, and thai is
what we want to,
remove now and we
have to move forward,
to propagate, talk to
people, We are going to
enlighten them,

"1

What is your last
word for all CCC
members?

To keep CCC one is a
task that must be done
all over the world,
Jesus is in control
already, It' is not by my
might or power, it is by
God's grace: He is
using me for this, J
don't think I can do it
by myself

Just two weeks ago, I
got two sets of my
garments; Ican't use it
any longer, Now T want
to put it aside and start
wearing the ones I
used a long time ago in
1985,1 want to go back.
to it. It is a sacrifice,
yon humble yourself,
go back to Jesus and
pray fervenlly so that
He will answer, Jesus is
the owner of the CCC,
whether we like it or

, not, He hears our
prayer and that is what
Be told me 10 tell
people,
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Prophet Olumuyiwa memory, some elders manipulated things regents whose time is transient, thereby • ." "
Samuel Oshodi, 66, as through one Segun Amun who used diabol- making all anointments, positions and our church has not recorded any major I
Reverend and Deputy ical items (cowries, half burnt candle and a ranks that we have all received null and development; no primary ·or secondary

Pastor. He was said to be a major Slip' small wooden cross) to proclaim the late void. school, hospital, seminary, or university.
porter of Pastor Paul Suru Maforikan Supreme Evangelist Alexander Abiodun "It is the Holy Spirit that instructed me All projects in the Celestial City, lmeko
who heads the second biggest division Bada as Pastor, C:CC Worldwide. Majority to disrobe and renounce my acquired office or along the Lagos/Ibadan Expressway
of the bl.year-old white garment of us knew th.ir it was all rnanipul.ucd. But and declare totally for the unification of have become major embarrassment to
church. some of us were too far from the centre [0 CCc. To keep tlw Celestial Church of riglu thinking CdestiJ.ns - just because 1-.'

'But on Tuesday, January 27, 2009 change the course of things being fostered Christ one is a task th,u must be done. We we lack godly leadership."

IOshodi addressed ,I huge crowd of Iollow- on the church. must all allow the I loly Spirit to appoint Oshodi is determined to aggressiv!,ly .
, ers and a cross-section of the news media However, the constitution of the church for us a r;enuine pastor according to the use the platform of the Ephphatha .

at a press conference. He declared his total clearly states thin it is the Holy Spirit that proclamation of our Pastor/Founder, Rev Crusade which his parish, CCC Ayilara, 1

support for the unification of all factions will appoint the next pastor. Rev. Bada's Prophet S.B.] Osholfa of blessed memory. started 10 years a~o to push the unifica-
" of the church and his personal sacrifice of investiture was held in Imeko in 1986 and "Today's so called postors have torment- tion and 'fresh f,re evangelism' agenda
~ stripping himself of his acquired rirles of thereafter a trustee of CCC, Evangelist ed our great church .ind have made it a lam- around the four corners of the church,
~ Reverend and Deputy Pastor and the Josiah Kayode Owodunni sued Bada to ily affOlL They should all disrobe .ind join "This year, we JrC hosting Ephph.irha
~ paraphernalia of pastoral responsibilities court and eventually, the Supreme Court of the CCC Unificarion Worldwide. The in the United Kingdom. United States.
~ and apparels "ruched to chose titles. Justice in Abuja disrobed Bada .lnJ ordered Celestial Church of Christ is greater than Benin Republic (where CCC was found,
;\ Oshodi who has now returned to his h!m not to parade himself as the Pastor of any individual in it. ri there are any differ, ed by Oshoffa) and here in Lagos,

1
1985 title of Evangelist/Prophet - inci- CCC ag3l1l.1hat was In year 2000. enees between Pa Owodunni and Pa Banjo Nigeria. So. help us God," he said.
dentally that was the rank given to him "Unfortunately, more pastors have been - both of whom are the last two original Amen. Ii

. and seven others by the late founder of illegally appointed over the church since trustees of the church that were appointed ~
" the church, Reverend Samuel Bilehou II
S Joseph Oshoffa -also announced his dis- ~
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., dent.illy marks its 10th anniversary this ~hork~e~ th~'I;t:Abisola ~r{ '-"'\ :<- '" . ., j ';:f' ~I~~';~'r~~r,~nh~~~~wt:r;~!e~pnrrn~~~t~;~ af~~ al~d thanked me for the. ·,e. ,,:- .:.;.~" !}.'~.".}' ".,' :,\- :: of' ~.
11 f hi h tribute. ;_" :' OL, ,:. . ";'r~,"'.. I~' -,s-. '._ '

a 0 CCC regard ess 0 w IC pastor or First, the phone text t ', :.9:/ -., .. ;-, ... ,'. .y 'i ';.<'-'
division you belong to, from 08025746817, "I just '" '~', ' '"':< \ ':d~' ':::;,•••••' .."","'" '.~ :~~ :~

"One can only hope that others would read your tribute to Ms ~'\ij""!i):,~" _"~ ". .' • ';c;' ';', a,'

borrow a leaf from Papa Oshodi because Kasali and I fed the men·. : J ".~.: }\,..... , ":;, ~ '.,'.:;.f.1.'l ij
he who comes to equirymust come with tion of Bishop Obembe's ~ .' '; ,,' ": " . t ...' ~ ", ~
clean hands. You cannot pretend to be a financial imbroglio was ,1:.... _ .." .. .. ~:~1.,. , "-.l..~ .t':,.. ~
pastor or claim you want unity for the totally irrelevant to the arri- .' . 4 '" \ '\..••.~. ' ..: \;. ,:.<i ,-.ii".' :.cl? . .; _j','" ~

•~~b~~~;~~r~~f. y~k; ~!~s;~~~'~~II~~ed:~ ~l~u~~l~).not a member of IllS LA; t:~<':', :,,'~ ,,~ .. lfi~,'~\1 ~LAll~iidben~~".~7il;i)~.:,.' rn
8 benefit from an illegitimate arrangement Second W'IS my telephone .. ~ .~ ... ..:.... =--- "'0a,'''-___ _ ~

I
IIand claim YOll want to change It." chat with the bishop. I '.' 1 made a technical slip by not adding the word 'purportedly' ~

liAMILTONSTYLE spoke to phoned him because a mutual friend had called me on his behalf ill last week's "Dry. That was a technical error lor which l apol- ',~
Evangelist/Prophet Oshodt and he and had enccur.rged me to speak with him, . ogize. Bur without any prejudice to Obembe, 1 ought ro point ~
e~p.!",.'_:.ne~~har h~ ha,d. alread,Y de.:b.r,~"d h:S "Good afrernoon bishop, my "a me is Kunle Ha.nilton. I out rhar I ,101nor rhe one that bas labeled him 'conrroversial.' ',,~:!

' ._._. ".,," . ...." .._.. wrote the tribute to Abisola Kasa}i in today's Saturday Sun on I respect Obembe. Indeed, he preached at cue of my church !l
'~~~""".'i.:.,,}~I'~;o.'l,i,:; p:l~e 36,HAMILTONSTYLE. 1was told you are u~set and you crusades ill·.UIYyears a".o. I have not and will nor call him a thief

'~;'.',' .••..·r';~.-:·,:\..••• ,:'.il~~mll!l!'ill!Iill,I'<J1..·fI<Ill['ii'Ifill?:!F,- " I PI I . d I" 1 S' I ., - ." ;'11,."•.~ ~.T." .'.-0. [ lln ( menuone your nalnt~ ma lCIOUSy... If, ear you no because even in. the fllatter of the purported Benny Hinn swig- .
grudges and I have ;,0 reason to be malicIOUS to you," 1 said tu, die he was neilher convicted nor .publicly dt~cbred guilry, .
~ !~ 'Oh If' ., I' I Harsh as my words may h,\ve soondee to Obemb, and other

t1 '.J . no, you are wrong. l{ Jsn t fillee lOW come you arc IT"we sensitive re'.1.der~) \"''' n.en:o:l.iod us d\\ rh:n peopk lnUSIo ';. catlin\!- m~ a n)lltrover~i:ll fi.fl\1"~i~ your ~r:t\c\e and ."\cc\.\~inhme livid hirnsclf accountable for whatever happens under their I"
of swmdlIng Bellny l--Ilnn 0 millIOns of dollars, son1cLlUJ'~bcll'~l walch. •
happened four or flv(: Y"ars ~?,o? Well. you n~ust redress thiS 1 think ObL'mbc is.•l man of intcvril:Y, I think his ch.urch_ is,
tnanc::r. 111 fact, you will hC.lr from my bwyer:>!. 0 h h h"

~ I \vas a bit surprised .lnd just m:lnagcd to S;ly~rather safcasu· salvation-based <lnd l-\hink his congreganl~ love'an0 c el"l:-i.! UTI I
J C3UV: "'\Y,Jow bi!-lwp. 1 ju,'il love your style.'" " ,~,~.~~,.\.~~;~\~.;.~~,\,)'....',.,.\,.~.,.~~.d.:\.~.~..~(\.•..i..· .,.:.----)I II t_ ': T,:' I. - i1r. ';\.,'""~;.:~}"\UI I, '~'''J''',''~'i "fI.,.I;''I -:~~ \ l~j\H\ r.'!~~"L:;:l\ \ .:.-:'",\'). ~I~,.t'., \ \("\~'n,~'1- . 'I ""j"' :", ;" I !~;_,~_'..~, .':;,~ li1:
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It w.is Oil Pncebook, the
Interactive website that is fast
becoming Nigeria's second tier
Federal Capital Territory (ref),
that I first caught wind of the
tumour that a high ranking
pastor of the fatuous Celestial
Church of Christ has stepped
down from office and was
renouncing his titles at a press
conference in Lagos.

At first, I said it must be a
hoax. But even then, I couldn't
shrug it off because (or so many
years, Ihave been poking my
nose into other people's
businesses since that is the
business of journalism. I
particularly poked my nose into
the affairs of churches and the
men and women of God that

de~o;~!~,~~~li~:~t;~'noticed
my interest as' I posted my
thoughts about the 'Cele Pastor'
on Facebook said to me:
"Kunle, why bother with Cele
story; who cares?"

I laughed at the naivety of my
Facebook friend and replied
him: "I care about 'Cele Pastor'
the same way I care about
Pastor Enoch Adeboye and the
RCCG, Dr. Daniel Olukoya (ex-
Christ ApostolicChurchorC &
S, I think) and his MFM, Pastor
Chris Ovakhilome (ex-
Assembliesof God.I thinkj and
his Christ Embassy, Pastor
Chris Okotie and his
Household of God; even Pastor
Temitope Joshua (ex- Celestial
Church) and his Synagogue -
all of whom I have written
about in MANUSCRIPT.

"I need to dill into this 'Cele'
thing some more because much
a~ other Christians try so hard
to deride and carpet these
Africnniscd white gartncnt
churches, it is 'Cele' and the
Cherubim •.lIld Ser-aphim
products that abound <1mong
today's Pentecostal pastors and
choristers."

I mentioned over 20 names of
such pastors and chc msters and
my friend quickly 'W'eed with
me that "Celc' was worth
digging into if indeed its ex-
members now hold key posts in
other churches. He even
Ioflowcd me to the press
confercm ..\~ held <l few days ilgO

and lquirklv IIrld him: "Most ex-
mcmbcrs {)f white }!,<lTlllcnt
churches left iu scarch of greener
pastures and not necessarily
because they care more about
taking anybody to heaven ..."

So let',", get back to my 'nose-
poking' into 'Cele' again. The
press conference was addressed
by one Evangelist (Prophet)
Olumuyiwa Oshodi. If I wasn't
there myself,! wouldn't believe
it - that a white garment
minister would relinquish his
rank and title, the very tools of
'chop and clean mouth' in the
many Africanised churches that
dot our landscape? But it was
true, First, the news story that
came out of that conference

.entitled "Pastor Shocks
Celestial Church, Steps Down."
Read this ...

Dep"ly Paslor of I"e Celestial
Chnrd: of Chris), Reverend
Ol""'''yiwa Osllodi, lias
rdillquished "is office and slripped
l,illll'<Ifof "is rank and title. The
66-,I/('ar-old re-vCI'rllli gl'lIflemall
~11C1(k't'll IIIt'lIItlet'S of file Imblie
ifl/ll'" tic alh:s,c'd thut all these
1'''l'IldillStI,t'IIl;('/l't', II> 1'0,101'; of
"11' 61-y"m'-oJrI elmrcl, (In' sdJ-

Sf.'l1JiJlgiJI'J'(lsfor:-:,
05110di made this disclosu/'e at 17

I,,'rss cnnjcrnu» lagged
'Dee/aralillll for Ihe U"ificaliolllli
ccC' "<'1dalille Celeslial Church
/If C"risl, Avilara Parish ill
SlIrulr.rr, (...IlgOS, Tuesday, Im",ary
27,2009.

He said, "I, Sallllle/ Ollllllllyiwo
Os//Otii, herd}11 rCllVUIlce 1111/titles.
of Rt'Vl'rCHd alld Df'F"ly Pastor oj
I"e Cdeslial C""rc" ofC/lI'isl mill
"OlU reucrt !o Illy '19851itfc afF,,1l
£v""geiisl (I'rol'''el).

"The lotc Pasl orl Ponndcr,
RC1Jl'/'(~"d (Prol'''''!) 58! Oslroffa
tl/w;"led me and conferred 011 'lit'

lilt' lilies I""'0 vea/'.Ido I"is as a
prrS()IIal sncrfit» in order to declare
11I1/ 700 lit'/' cent Sllflflelrl for Ill<'
IIl1ificalioll'1111C c/lllrc/lllt'caIlSl!lit'
who COllieS to equity must do so
ioitb clcon hands."

Until his declaration, Oshodi
was deputy to Pastor Paul Suru
Maforikan who heads the
second biggest division of the
white garment church.

Since the demiseofOshoffa 24
years ago, the church has been
engulfed by reports of spiritual
rascality, financial impropriety
and the usurpation of the office
of pastor by different people and
for which reason many cases
have been taken to the police and

. some to the courts.
On the issue of pastors and

trustees of the church, Oshodi
said: "Today's so called pastors
have tormented our great
church and have made it a
family affair, They should all
disrobe and join the CCC
Unification Worldwide. We all
must wait upon the Lord to
choose the right pastor.

"If there are any differences
between Pel Owodunui and P.1
O<.lnjo-both of whom arc the 1,1St
1\"0 surviving trustees of the
church that were appointed by
Papa Oshoffa - they should
please settle for God's sake and
restore peace and legitimacy
over the church before tltcy die."

Oshodi, who 10 years 0h\l
began the largest open revival
of the chu rch na mcd
'Ephphatha Crusade', said he

~~::~ht~r~~i~~~~I(~~a~1:'~J,ivl~~~
parish, CCC Ayil arn, ho ..•ts
annually to support the
unification process,

"This year, as we mark our
10th anniversary, we will be
hosting Ephphatha Crusade in
the United Kingdom, United
States of America, Benin
Republic where the church was
founded by Papa Oshoffa and
here in Lagos, Nigeria."

Unconfirmed reports say that
in the heat of Oshodi's :
renunciation, a bewildered
Pastor Paul Maforikan new out
to London only to phone in to
confide in some people that he
was also ready to renounce his
pastoral title for peace to reign
in the church. However, tliis
remains to be proven.

Press men attended the
conference from all major news -
media includinl.l the News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN). It
was apparent that quite a few
of them knew a bitof the history
of the church. One asked
Oshodi if he wasn't setting the
stage for his own ascent to the
seat of pastor of another faction
of the embattled church.

I was moved by Oshodi's
response.

"1say it publicly here, tven if

~}~'!:t~f,'?:t~~~:;'~?rf_~~' ;'>_~:n¥.¥~~~"'l•.~~tT'!F":.T~'·'\""?

these shepherds and high'
ranking ciders of the church
who surround me today (and
there were over son of them in
the h.1l1)hail me and soy they
want me as pastor, Iwill decline.

"I am not doing this for any
personal gains.Indeed, I am not
doing thi~ for nny man. I am
being propelled by the Spirit of
God in me. About a month ngo,
God told me clearlv th<lt I had
abnnd oned the misxio n of
unification of the Cclcsua!
Church of Christ, in preference
for rank ann Iitlo. which He
didn't approve (01' rue.

"I woke up a renewed ~wn~ol'.
Left to me, I probably would
have corninu ed to wear 11,1.'
robes of Deputy Pastor, but' if'
God has instructed me to take
those robes off, then I can't join
the fray .ond declare myself
pastor or allow some people
push me into it. No, I won't lake
such,", thing. l/'ust want to see
our great churc 1 united again,"
he said,

Well, it all sounds good, but
Just as I warned Pastor Adeboye
of the Redeemed Christian
Church of God - to ensure he
handpicks his successor in his
lifetime otherwise RCCG will
experience worse breakup than
the C & S and Celestial Church
- I also must sensitise the
emerging unification
movement in the CCC.

The two surviving original
trustees of the chu rch,
octogenarian Pa Josiah Kayode
Owodunni and septua&enarian
Samson Olatunde BanJO, must
move fast to bury theiregos and
reunite the church while they
are still alive, so they can
forestall further disintegration
of the church. For decades, both
of them, like the four other
original trustees (all dead), have

apparently paid only self·
serving lip service to the idea of
unification since the demise of
Oshoffa. They con right their
wlUngs now!

Disrobing and renouncing
titles is a huge and praise-
worthy sacrifice from one man,
but no single tree Can make a
forest. To bring together all the
mushrooming pockets of
unification efforts in the church
is good, but it must be done in
wilyS th.ll' encourage other
powerbrokcrs of the church 10
embrace uni+icntion ,1S then:
own, not ,1:-; ()~hodi's or indee-d
some other icon's.

Rul bovond disrobing ancl
r(4noundl1g titles, what the
Cclcsttat Church needs is .1
comprehensive constitutional
review and rebranding (or
image rc-cnginccrf ng ). The
numerous media reports about
prophets and prophetesses of
the church calling some people
witches and burning their
hands or shepherds
confiscating other people's
wives, ere are rife and these
paint a church black in the sight
of right thinking persons.

Again, when the Supreme
Church disrobed one of the
church's erstwhile pastors. Rev.
Abiodun Bada, in 2000 and told
him not to parade himself as
pastor any longer, it also told the
church to review its constitution
and make it a proper document
on certain fundamental issues
like succession.

In addition to that, the church
needs to review a constitutional
provision called 'Pester's Share'
which converts almost all the
wealth of the church into the
personal possession of whoever
is its pastor.

Anyone will kilt and lie in
God's name for such unfettered

riel-us and <IS lon~ <IS th.u
subsists, dJ'C1\ll.1of lilt:' absurd
will continue to play out on t!w
Celestial stage i1S men damn ,111
consequences to declare
themselves pastor In also gd'
their grubby fingers into till'
church till. Even .1Il ,lllge! Iroru
heaven stands to be corrupted
or 'killed' (ha, ha) if sent to rulc
~Ud1 ,1 church with poor
accountabililv

Enough (or now. I wi~-dl
Ev,1I1gl'list Oshodi ,1111..1tlv:
Cde~;ti.J1Church welleven ,1' !
join other right-thillkin~;
pc'rsons in Iookinj; (o1'\vilrd ItI,-l
conscientious rebr.1nding or the
church bcyon d lip !,(.,,'\·i~'"

unification tha t was lwic::,',

Ilr.lcti!'ed before O:-;Iwdi
ioppcncd on th~ sC,ene with hj,,~
lnudnble-renundaticn.

New Pastor
A new pastor moved into

town and went out one
Saturday to visit his
community. All went" well until
he came to one house. It W(lS

obvious that someone W.J:-l

home, but no one come to tilt'
door even after he knocked
several times,

Finally, he took out his card,
wrote on the back "Revelation
3:20" and stuck it in the door.
The next day, as he was
counting the offering. he found
his card in the collection plate.
Below his message was a
notation "Genesis 3:10:.' Upon
opening his Bible to the passage
he let out a roar of laughter;

Revelation 3:20 (Pastors note)
reads: "Behold, I stand at the
door and knock. If ill1y man
hears my voice, and opens the
door, I will come into him, and
will dine with him, and he with
me."

Genesis 3:10 reads: "And he

said, I heard thy voice in th
gnrden. and I was afr.lit
because I W~lS naked," \

Where Is God?
i\ couple h"d two little bo),!

aged <..'ight and 10, wlw wt,':
excessively mischievous. lhi
were always getting into In IIIHI
and their pnn-nts knew th.llii
"Ily Illisd)id occurred in Iht'li
100••..n, rhcu- sons were prpl',lb
involved.

. TIH'yboys'IlH)tlll'rhl,.,ntlh
il dcrgYllliHl in town h,«l ht'~;i
s tu-cc-ssf nl ill dis,-il)lilli!l)
childn-n. Sll sill' .iskc.! il h,
would ~~ll'.lkwith lu-rhov ....'lit,
,-k'l'!( .1htCt..:d, bill .I;-.I..\'d tl> '"!
(hem irrdi vid uull v. S(1 llu
moth •.../' ....('1l1 her t'ighl-\·(',II,·p!t

first, in the morni;,g, i-\'ilh Iht

older boy to see the rCVL'I'L'lll
gentleman in the afternoon,

The cleric, II huge man with
booming voice, sat (he Y()unh(.J'
boy down and asked hin
sternly: "Where is God?"

They boy's mouth droppc
open, but he made 110respoll .•..t

sitting there with his mout!
hanging open, wide-eyed. St
the reverend repented th
question in an even sterner hl'\lL'\

"Where is God?" Again the bOIl
made no attempt to answer. St.l
the clergyman raised his "oin)
even more and shook his n\1~\'rl
in the boy's face and bellowed
"Where is God?"

The boy screamed and boltt'l(
from the room, ran din ..,t'lh·1
home and dove into his dost·!'
'slamming the door behind hi111'1
When his older brother (""Ilt!

him in the closet, 11<.' .1~"'t'd:
"What happened?" I

The younger brother; g.lspinh
for breath, replied: "We au ill
big trouble this time, dude -.c(ldl
is missing - and they think Wt'\
did it!"


